
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE 
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes 

April 20, 2026 
 
Mayor Mary Jane Canose called this meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Council Members, Al 
Ribeiro, Charlie Szrom, Rich Traynor, Christine Zamarra, and Ross Zazzarino.  Also present were John 
Pidgeon, Borough Attorney, Nancy Malool, Administrator, and Anthony Suriano, Borough Clerk.  
Council Member Jeff Roos was absent. 
 

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER 
 
Notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News and Courier News, filed with the 
Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 4, 2025. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

OPEN SESSION 
 
Mayor Canose opened the meeting to the public.   
 
Vicky DiGiorgio, co-owner of a Apres (a business in Olcott Square), spoke about a proposal to 
organize sidewalk sale events to increase foot traffic in the downtown business district.  She 
noted that local businesses have experienced a decline in foot traffic in recent years and 
expressed interest from multiple retailers and some restaurants in participating.  Ms. DiGiorgio 
proposed holding two sidewalk sale events in June, which would include outdoor displays, tents, 
and potential participation from a wide range of businesses.  She indicated that there is broad 
interest among retail establishments and outreach has been made to all local businesses. 
Mayor Canose said one event could be coordinated with a planned FIFA watch party at the 
movie theater on June 12th for the USA vs Paraguay World Cup match.  Council discussed the 
inclusion of entertainment or family-friendly activities to increase attendance and promoting 
public parking locations (e.g., train station, library, post office) to address parking concerns.  
It was noted that the event would require completion of a special event permit application, as 
well as compliance with the Borough’s sidewalk sale requirements, which included review by the 
Police Department and Fire Department.  If the event grows in scale, it may be treated primarily 
as a special event.  Council members expressed support for the sidewalk sales and encouraged 
coordination with local business organizations to assist with promotion and planning. 
 
Fran Daley, Library Director, thanked the Borough for completing recent roof and ceiling repairs 
at the Library, noting that the work was well done and has improved the facility.  She also 
expressed appreciation to the community for supporting Library Giving Day and the summer 
lunch program, both of which were successful.  She highlighted the success of Makers Week and 
announced upcoming programming in collaboration with the Green Team and Shade Tree 
Committee, including a Green Fair to be held at the Library on April 25th from 10:30am. to 
1:30pm.  Ms. Daley also raised a budget-related item, indicating that the Library Board President 
requested consideration of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to address the timing of an 
earlier payment in January. 
 
 



Hearing no further comments, Mayor Canose closed the open session. 
 

MAYOR & COUNCIL DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
Document Imaging, Presentation by Foveonics, Allan Kurdyla, Vincent Detomasso, Robert 
Risberg, and Richard Bell gave a presentation of the Document Sync platform, covering 
document upload/search, redaction tools (manual, bulk, and AI-assisted), plan viewing, cross-
department sharing, email upload for OPRA tracking, user permissions, MFA/IP restriction, 
Daniel’s Law compliance, barcode tracking, police expungement workflows, public-facing 
portals, and a forthcoming conversational AI search feature (targeting approximately June 1, 
2026).   
 
Somerset Hills Mountaineers, May Day, Tara Vitollo and Kerri Arpino were present to discuss 
the upcoming May Day event and use of the borough facilities at the Polo Grounds near the turf 
field.  Mayor Canose said that food and drink must be kept off the turf field at all time.  Ms. 
Vitollo and Ms. Arpino confirmed understanding of keeping food and drink off the turf field.  It 
was noted that the Somerset Hills Mountaineers need a social affairs permit issued by the NJ 
ABC in order to sell alcoholic beverages.  A resolution for council consent to use of the Polo 
Grounds for this event will be on the April 27th council meeting agenda.  Regarding the planned 
closure of the gravel access road, Ms. Vitollo expressed concern about transporting equipment to 
the fields without vehicle access, noting the burden on coaches and volunteers.  Ms. Malool said 
the closure was driven by safety concerns related to pedestrian use of the path.  Ms. Vitollo 
suggested more involvement from sports groups by potentially holding a joint meeting to address 
any concerns.  Council mentioned that Recreation Committee meetings would be the place for 
such topics of concern to be discussed and that the Mayor and Council appoint members to the 
Recreation Committee.  Ms. Vitollo and Ms. Arpino mentioned upcoming community events 
including youth football activities and a “Buddy Ball” program for special needs children, both 
aimed at increasing community engagement and participation. 
 
Special Event Fees, council discussed the fee scheduled for special event application and came 
up with the following schedule.   
 
Date Application Filed   Fee Per Day    501(c)(3) Fee Per Day 
60 days before event    $100     $50 
30 days before event    $150     $75 
21 days before event    $175     $85 
14 days before event    $200     $100 
 
A resolution will be on the April 27th council agenda to set fees for special events applications. 

 
Boylan Terrace/Train Station Stairs, discussion took place on the proposed Boylan Terrace to 
train station pedestrian connection project.  Council reviewed preliminary information from 
engineering, including an estimated total project cost of $2–$2.5 million and a projected timeline 
of two to three years.  It was noted that much of the land required for the project is owned by the 
New Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOT) or NJ Transit.  Council discussed initiating 
contact with NJDOT/NJ Transit to determine feasibility before committing funds for further 



study.  A proposed $50,000 scoping study would evaluate potential routes, identify constraints 
(including environmental, utility, and structural challenges), outline required permits, and refine 
cost estimates.  Additional design and permitting phases could cost approximately $150,000 
prior to construction.  Multiple routing options were considered, including prior proposals from 
Boylan Terrace and alternative connections closer to Grove Street.  Concerns were raised about 
steep terrain, private property, environmental constraints (including a brook crossing), and 
proximity to utilities such as substations and rail infrastructure.   
 
An update was also provided on the Boylan Terrace sidewalk project as work is expected to start 
within weeks.  Residents have been notified, and minor impacts to landscaping and driveways 
have been addressed.  Sidewalk widths will vary between four and five feet due to site 
constraints, with compliance measures included for accessibility.   
 
Additionally, the Dayton Crescent roadway project, which includes curbing and paving, is 
scheduled to begin shortly, with residents already notified. 

 
Paraguay Independence Day Ceremony, council discussed a request from the Paraguayan 
Consulate to hold an Independence Day flag-raising ceremony on May 14th and May 15th.  It was 
noted that, per existing Borough policy, only the American flag and POW flag may be flown on 
public property, preventing the event from being held on borough property.  Mayor Canose said 
she has reached out to members of the local Paraguayan community to identify potential private 
locations for the ceremony.  She said two possible sites have been identified, and further 
coordination is underway.  It was also noted that any display of a foreign flag must be 
accompanied by an American flag of equal size.  Council consented for the event being held at 
an alternate, non-public location.  
 
Highlands Center Designation, Mayor Canose and Jessica Caldwell, Planner, attended a recent 
meeting where the designation was approved.  The borough will now proceed to the next phase, 
which includes securing a grant (approximately $60,000) to fund additional planning and 
implementation work.  It was noted that the original plan encompassed the entire municipality 
but was revised to focus on a defined “center” area near the train station and business district. 
This approach allows for targeted development in the center while preserving and protecting 
surrounding areas.  Council discussed upcoming steps, including ordinance development and 
continued planning efforts, which will be supported through successive grant funding.  As part of 
the Highlands requirements, emphasis was placed on improving the local stream corridor, 
including potential “daylighting” efforts to restore more natural water flow, enhance 
environmental conditions, and reduce flooding risks.  The Highlands Council was supportive, 
and it was noted that the agency now has every seat filled, including one seat filled by a 
Somerset County Commissioner, improving its ability to advance projects.  
 

Presentations 
 
Proclamation Honoring Bob Walsh in Recognition of his 100th Birthday and Distinguished 
Service will be done by Mayor Canose at the April 27th council meeting. 
 

Ordinances 



 
Public Hearing of the following ordinances to be held at the April 27, 2026 council meeting: 
  
Ordinance #2026-2045, AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING THE 
BOROUGH CODE BY CREATING A  NEW SECTION 2-27, ENTITLED “DAMAGE TO 
MAILBOXES RESULTING FROM SNOW REMOVAL,” AND ESTABLISHING A 
MAXIMUM REIMBURSEMENT AMOUNT 
 
Introduction of the following ordinances to be held at the April 27, 2026 council meeting:  
 
Ordinance #2026-2047, APPROPRIATING $1,840,140 FROM THE CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENT FUND FOR VARIOUS EQUIPMENT AND IMPROVEMENTS AS 
LISTED IN THE 2026 MUNICIPAL BUDGET 

 
Ordinance #2026-2048, BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE ACQUISITION OF 
NEW AND ADDITIONAL FIREFIGHTING EQUIPMENT BY THE BOROUGH OF 
BERNARDSVILLE, IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY, 
APPROPRIATING $1,500,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 
$1,425,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH FOR FINANCING SUCH 
APPROPRIATION 
 
Ordinance #2026-2049, AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING 
CHAPTER 2, ARTICLE 19, ENTITLED “BACKGROUND CHECKS REQUIRED OF 
CERTAIN BOROUGH OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES AND OUTSIDE 
CONTRACTORS” BY REQUIRING BACKGROUND CHECKS FOR ALL 
PROSPECTIVE BOROUGH EMPLOYEES 
 

 
Resolutions 

 
The following resolutions will be on for adoption at the April 27, 2026 council meeting 
 
--Adoption of the 2026 Municipal Budget (public hearing to be held), Mr. Ribeiro showed slides 
in preparation of next week’s presentation on the adoption of the municipal budget.  He outlined 
key budget goals, including maintaining a balance between mandatory, core, and discretionary 
spending while minimizing tax burden; avoiding significant year-to-year fluctuations; investing 
in services and infrastructure that enhance resident experience; and maintaining strong fiscal 
management, including preservation of the Borough’s AAA credit rating.  Long-term objectives 
include increasing the share of commercial tax revenue to reduce reliance on residential taxes 
and ensuring the Borough remains competitive and attractive for residents and businesses. 
Discussion included emphasizing that approximately 91% of tax revenue is derived from 
residential properties, with a goal of reducing that percentage over time.  Additional updates to 
the presentation included revised data on property assessments, noting a significant increase in 
average home values, which contributes to higher tax bills despite a reduced tax rate.  It was also 
clarified that municipal taxes represent only a portion of the total property taxes, with county and 
school taxes also being a factor.  Council consented the presentation content, with minor edits to 



be incorporated prior to the public hearing presentation on April 27th.   
--Bill List 
--Approving Membership in the Fire Company 
--Awarding a Contract to JanPro for Janitorial Services and Rescinding Resolution #26-87, 
which Awarded a One Year Contract to Vanguard Janitorial Services 
--Accepting the Resignation of Ryan Gaughran, Driver/Laborer  
--Authorization of Sewer Bill Adjustment 
 

Proclamations 
 
The following proclamation will be done at the April 27, 2026 council meeting.  Proclamation 
Honoring Bob Walsh in Recognition of his 100th Birthday and Distinguished Service. 
 

Reports 
 
Municipal Attorney Report, there were no comments or questions from council about Mr. 
Pidgeon’s report.  Some items will be discussed in closed session. 
 

Committee and Council Liaison Reports 
 
Recreation Committee, Mayor Canose said Lauren Glenn is interested in being a member.  
There will be a resolution on the April 27th council agenda for council consent of the Mayor’s 
appointment of Lauren Glenn to the Recreation Committee until December 31, 2026. 
 

Correspondence 
 
Cub Scout Pack 150 Use of Kirkpatrick Park, council reviewed a request from Cub Scouts 
Pack 150 to hold an end-of-year event at Kirkpatrick Park on June 12th from 5:00pm to 8:00pm.  
The proposed activities include a barbecue, fire pit, and use of trails, as well as continued use of 
the on-site storage building.  It was noted that council approval is required for events utilizing 
borough facilities, and a resolution will be prepared for consideration at the April 27th council 
meeting.  The Cub Scouts would also need to show an insurance certificate naming the Borough 
of Bernardsville as an additional insured, sign a hold harmless agreement, and obtain relevant 
departments permits, such as Health and Fire Prevention, since they plan to have a barbecue and 
fire pit. 
 
Street Fair, Mayor Canose said Main Street Bernardsville had asked that the proposed Street 
Fair in June be moved to the train station lot instead of on Route 202.  The organizer of the fair 
would only have it if it was held on Route 202, so the Street Fair will not be held.    
 
Garlic Festival, Mayor Canose said there will be a Garlic Festival in October at the train station. 
 

Unfinished Business - None 
 

New Business 
 



Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU), Mr. Ribeiro raised the topic of accessory dwelling units.  Mr. 
Pidgeon said when that topic was previously considered, council supported limiting ADUs to 
existing structures rather than new construction.  Further clarification was provided that such a 
limitation may only be feasible within the context of the Borough’s affordable housing 
obligations.  If ADUs are used to meet fair share requirements, they could be restricted to 
existing structures; however, broader application may not be permissible due to zoning principles 
requiring regulations to apply uniformly to properties rather than individual owners. 
Council also discussed that, under affordable housing programs, property owners would not have 
discretion in selecting tenants, as occupants are assigned through the fair housing process. 
Concerns were raised that this requirement may discourage participation by property owners. 
It was noted that the matter had previously been referred to the Planning Board for review, but no 
final recommendation has been received.  Council agreed that further discussion is warranted, 
including input from planning professionals, before determining whether to pursue ordinance 
changes. 
 
Recreation Master Plan, council discussed progress on the Recreation Master Plan and aligning 
it with current council goals.  Interest was expressed in evaluating the five-year plan to determine 
completed items, remaining priorities, and whether any updates are needed.  Progress on the 
pavilion is currently delayed pending identification of underground electrical infrastructure in the 
proposed location.  An electrician will first map the utilities, after which a surveyor will assess 
the site to determine feasible placement.  Alternative locations have been considered, but 
constraints related to field use, safety, and layout have limited options, leaving the originally 
proposed area as the primary focus.  It was noted that several items from the Recreation Master 
Plan have already been completed or removed due to cost savings, feasibility, or jurisdictional 
limitations.  Council agreed this topic could be discussed at a future meeting. 
 

ACTION ITEMS 
 
Mayor Canose opened the public hearing on Ordinance #2026-2046, ORDINANCE 
PROVIDING FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE MORRISON AVE PUMP STATION 
BY THE BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE, IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET,  
NEW JERSEY, AND APPROPRIATING $900,000 THEREFOR CONSTITUTING 
PROCEEDS OF GRANTS IN THE AMOUNT OF $750,000 FROM THE COUNTY OF 
SOMERSET ARP FUNDS AND $150,000 IN SEWER CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 
FUNDS.  Hearing no comments, Mayor Canose closed the public hearing.   
 
Mr. Pidgeon gave an update on the Morrison Avenue pump station project.  The project is 
partially funded by a $753,000 ARP grant administered through Somerset County.  Three bids 
were received, with the lowest bid exceeding the original estimate and available grant funding by 
approximately $227,000.  As a result, the Borough must amend the project ordinance to increase 
the total project authorization to approximately $1,115,000 to cover the bid overage and 
associated engineering costs.  The amendment to this ordinance is being made at this meeting 
with the intent to adopt as amended on April 27th, and proceed with award of the contract on 
April 27th.   
 



Mr. Zazzarino moved to amend Ordinance #2026-2046 and continue the public hearing to April 
27, 2026 at 7:00pm.  Mr. Ribeiro seconded and the motion was approved with the following roll 
call vote: Mr. Ribeiro, Mr. Traynor, Mr. Szrom, Ms. Zamarra, and Mr. Zazzarino voted yes. 
 

CLOSED SESSION 
 

It was moved to adjourn to an executive session to consider Attorney Client/Privilege, Personnel 
Matters, and Contract Negotiations and that the time when and circumstances under which the 
matter can be disclosed to the public is when it is finally resolved.  The motion was seconded 
and approved with five yes votes. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:07p.m.                                            

_______________________ 
 
 
 


