
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE 
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes 

April 27, 2026 
 
Mayor Canose called this meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Council Members Al 
Ribeiro, Jeff Roos (remotely), Charlie Szrom, Rich Traynor, Christine Zamarra, and Ross 
Zazzarino.  Also present were John Pidgeon, Borough Attorney, Nancy Malool, Administrator, 
and Anthony Suriano, Borough Clerk.   
 

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER 
 
Notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News and Courier News, filed with the 
Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 4, 2025. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

PRESENTATIONS 
 
Swearing in of Sergeant Chris Luckenbach, Mayor Canose said this presentation will not take 
place tonight due to illness. 

 
Mayor’s Proclamation - Parkinson’s Disease, Mayor Canose entered a proclamation into the 
record proclaiming April 2026 as Parkinson’s Disease Awareness Month in the Borough of 
Bernardsville. 
 
Mayor’s Proclamation - Arbor Day, Mayor Canose entered a proclamation into the record 
proclaiming April 24, 2026 as Arbor Day in the Borough of Bernardsville. 
 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Mr. Zazzarino moved to approve the minutes of March 16, 2026, and March 23, 2026.  Ms. 
Zamarra seconded and the motion was approved with six yes votes.  
 

OPEN SESSION 
 
Mayor Canose opened the meeting to the public.  Hearing no comments, Mayor Canose closed 
the open session. 
 

ORDINANCES (Public Hearing) 
 

Mayor Canose opened the public hearing on Ordinance #2026-2045, AN ORDINANCE 
SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING THE BOROUGH CODE BY CREATING A  NEW 
SECTION 2-27, ENTITLED “DAMAGE TO MAILBOXES RESULTING FROM SNOW 
REMOVAL,” AND ESTABLISHING A MAXIMUM REIMBURSEMENT AMOUNT.  
Hearing no comments, Mayor Canose closed the public hearing.  Mr. Traynor moved to pass 



Ordinance #2026-2045 on final reading and adopt as published.  Ms. Zamarra seconded and the 
motion was approved with the following roll call vote: Mr. Ribeiro, Mr. Roos, Mr. Szrom, Mr. 
Traynor, Ms. Zamarra, and Mr. Zazzarino voted yes.    
 
Mayor Canose opened the public hearing on Ordinance #2026-2046, ORDINANCE 
PROVIDING FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE MORRISON AVE PUMP STATION 
BY THE BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE, IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, 
NEW JERSEY, AND APPROPRIATING $1,115,000 THEREFOR CONSTITUTING 
PROCEEDS OF GRANTS IN THE AMOUNT OF $750,000 FROM THE COUNTY OF 
SOMERSET ARP FUNDS AND $365,000 IN SEWER CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 
FUNDS.  Hearing no comments, Mayor Canose closed the public hearing.  Mr. Zazzarino moved 
to pass Ordinance #2026-2046 on final reading and adopt as published.  Mr. Ribeiro seconded 
and the motion was approved with the following roll call vote: Mr. Ribeiro, Mr. Roos, Mr. 
Szrom, Mr. Traynor, Ms. Zamarra, and Mr. Zazzarino voted yes.    
 

ORDINANCES (Introduction) 
 

Ms. Zamarra moved that Ordinance #2026-2047, APPROPRIATING $1,840,140 FROM THE 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND FOR VARIOUS EQUIPMENT AND 
IMPROVEMENTS AS LISTED IN THE 2026 MUNICIPAL BUDGET, be introduced by 
title, passed on first reading, published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled 
for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., May 26, 2026.  Mr. Ribeiro seconded and the motion was 
approved with six yes votes. 
 
Mr. Ribeiro moved that Ordinance #2026-2048, BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR 
THE ACQUISITION OF NEW AND ADDITIONAL FIREFIGHTING EQUIPMENT BY 
THE BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE, IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW 
JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $1,500,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE 
ISSUANCE OF $1,425,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH FOR FINANCING 
SUCH APPROPRIATION, be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according 
to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., May 26, 
2026.  Mr. Szrom seconded and the motion was approved with five yes votes.  Ms. Zamarra 
abstained.   
 
Mr. Szrom moved that Ordinance #2026-2049, AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND 
AMENDING CHAPTER 2, ARTICLE 19, ENTITLED “BACKGROUND CHECKS 
REQUIRED OF CERTAIN BOROUGH OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES AND OUTSIDE 
CONTRACTORS” BY REQUIRING BACKGROUND CHECKS FOR ALL 
PROSPECTIVE BOROUGH EMPLOYEES, be introduced by title, passed on first reading, 
published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 
7:00 p.m., May 26, 2026.  Ms. Zamarra seconded and the motion was approved with six yes 
votes. 

RESOLUTIONS 
 

#26-102 RESOLUTION AWARDING THE MORRISON AVENUE PUMP 
STATION UPGRADE CONTRACT TO DEMAIO ELECTRICAL 



COMPANY, INC. AS THE LOWEST RESPONSIBLE BIDDER 
 
#26-103 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS (As of 4/8/26) 
 

#26-104 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS (As of 4/22/26) 
 

#26-105 APPROVING MEMBERSHIP IN THE FIRE COMPANY 
 
#26-106 AWARDING A CONTRACT TO JANPRO FOR JANITORIAL 

SERVICES AND RESCINDING RESOLUTION #26-87, WHICH 
AWARDED A ONE YEAR CONTRACT TO VANGUARD 
JANITORIAL SERVICES  

 
#26-107 ACCEPTING THE RESIGNATION OF RYAN GAUGHRAN, 

DRIVER/LABORER 
 
#26-108 AUTHORIZATION OF SEWER BILL ADJUSTMENT 
 
#26-109 ALLOWING SOMERSET HILLS MOUNTAINEERS (SHM) TO 

USE THE TURF FIELD AND AREA AROUND THE TURF FIELD 
FOR THEIR MAY DAY EVENT ON MAY 15TH (RAIN DATE MAY 
29TH)  

 
#26-110 APPROVING PERSON-TO-PERSON TRANSFER  OF A.B.C. 

LICENSE #1803-44-010-006 
 

#26-111 APPROVING THE 2026 MEMORIAL DAY PARADE ROUTE 
 
#26-112 SETTING FEES FOR SPECIAL EVENTS 
 
#26-113 APPROVING PATRIOTS PATH COUNCIL - CUB SCOUTS PACK 

150 USE OF KIRKPATRICK PARK  
 
#26-114 COUNCIL CONSENT OF THE MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT OF 

LAUREN GLENN TO THE RECREATION COMMITTEE 
 

#26-115 APPOINTING CHRISTOPHER HURST CODE ENFORCEMENT 
OFFICER 

 
Ms. Zamarra moved to pass Resolutions #26-102 through #26-115.  Mr. Zazzarino seconded and 
the motion was approved with the following roll call vote: Mr. Ribeiro, Mr. Roos, Mr. Szrom, 
Mr. Traynor, Ms. Zamarra, and Mr. Zazzarino voted yes.  
 

#26-116 ADOPTION OF THE 2026 BUDGET 
 

Mr. Ribeiro presented an overview of the proposed 2026 Municipal Budget covering key points 



such as:  
• Lower Tax Rate (5th straight year of flat or lower) – decrease from .469 to .464 is largest 
decrease in decades;  
• Significant headwinds due to increases in non-discretionary items (i.e., health insurance, 
contractual salaries, utilities, liability insurance) & State Aid remaining flat;  
• Increase use of cash for capital purchases in order to reduce future debt service – largest Capital 
budget in over a decade, fulfilling a Council goal; securing fiscal stability by keeping fund 
balance utilization steady; 
• Borough valuation has increased for 6th straight year, demonstrating positive momentum from 
investments into the Borough; 
• Key investments made aligned with Community’s priorities; 
• Investments into public safety (including a new Fire Truck, Jaws of Life & Chest Compression 
equipment for the Fire & First Aid Squads as well as police cars, body worn cameras and vehicle 
technology for the police department; 
• First Library allocation of over $1M; 
• Increased support for Pool and recreation to support this community asset;  
• Borough represents approximately a quarter of a resident’s overall tax burden; 
• $1 million appropriated from Open Space Trust to begin payback for Master Plan 
Improvements. 
 
Mr. Ribeiro covered current budget and long term budget goals as follows: 
Current Budget  
• Smart fiscal planning to balance funding mandatory items, core services, and discretionary 
items with low tax burden; 
• Ensure there are no significant spikes or dips year over year despite headwinds;  
• Invest in areas that improve residents’ quality of life & experience, while increasing Borough’s 
value;  
• Investments support Council & Community goals and increase Capital budget;  
• Understand the current and long-term needs of Borough Departments, including Police, Fire & 
Rescue, and Library; co-plan to address these together;  
• Smart approach to debt management, actively manage to ensure we maintain our AAA credit 
rating, and ensure a reasonable annual debt obligation which helps us fund our future needs.  
Long Term 
• Over time lower the overall tax burden on residents, particularly through expanding the share 
of commercial property taxes and other income contributing to funds raised; 
• Currently 91% of taxes raised comes from residential taxes; 
• Ensure Bernardsville remains an attractive location for future residents and businesses; 
particularly compared to peer communities in the region. 
 
Mayor Canose opened the meeting to the public.  
 
Aaron Duff, Crestview Drive, asked for clarification regarding the proposed $1,000,000 
reimbursement from the Open Space Trust Fund, including the specific expenses covered.  Leslie 
Roberson, CFO, was present via Zoom and explained that the funds would reimburse the 
Borough’s capital account for completed improvements at the Polo Grounds, including the 
walking path, lighting, and related master plan projects.  The reimbursement aligns with the 



original intent to fund these improvements through the Open Space Trust Fund and avoids the 
need for additional debt.  Mr. Duff asked why it wasn’t paid directly from the Open Space Trust 
Fund.  Ms. Roberson said the capital ordinance structure allowed the Borough to proceed with 
projects before drawing from the trust fund, providing flexibility to reimburse costs over time.  It 
was noted that a voter-approved referendum authorized the use of open space funds for 
recreational improvements.  
 
Hearing no additional comments, Mayor Canose closed the public hearing on the 2026 
Municipal Budget. 
 
Mr. Ribeiro moved to adopt Resolution #26-116.  Mr. Szrom seconded and the motion was 
approved with the following roll call vote: Mr. Roos, Mr. Szrom, Mr. Traynor, Ms. Zamarra, and 
Mr. Zazzarino voted yes.  
 

REPORTS 
 

Mayor’s Update, Mayor Canose said Main Street Bernardsville had a mixer at The Bernie that 
was well attended by our local businesses.  Mayor Canose attended a panel on transit hosted by 
Assemblyman McCurdy, featuring updates on the Gateway Project.  They stated that Phase One 
will be two new Hudson tunnels project.  Mayor Canose said on March 28th, Recreation held 
their Easter event which was moved indoors due to weather, and it was well attended.  Mayor 
Canose did her 34th wedding ceremony on April 2nd.  Mayor Canose attended the YMCA’s 
awards ceremony where they recognize volunteers.  Mayor Canose attended a Downtown NJ 
webinar on how local downtowns can get involved in FIFA World Cup events.  She said she is 
pursuing an application for a license to host a public viewing event at the movie theater of the 
USA vs Paraguay match.  Mayor Canose, Mr. Szrom, and Mr. Zazzarino attended the annual Fire 
Company dinner, where Mayor Canose presented Congressman Kean’s proclamations as he was 
unable to attend.  The volunteer award ceremony was held at the Library on April 13th.  Mayor 
Canose attended the Highlands meeting where our amended plan was approved.  There was a car 
wash fund raiser for the Fire Company at the Bernardsville Car Wash on April 18th.  Mayor 
Canose attended the Feeding Hands one year anniversary.  Mayor Canose attended a webinar 
given by the NJ League of Municipalities on the new hemp laws.  Mayor Canose did her 35th 
wedding ceremony.  A successful Green Fair was hosted at the Library on April 25th.  Mayor 
Canose attended a Highlands Coalition event honoring Walter Lane for lifetime achievement in 
planning and noted his role in updating the state development plan. 
 
Administrator’s Report, Ms. Malool said Jessica Caldwell, Borough Planner, is preparing a 
“center plan” to guide future development in the designated downtown/center area, with input to 
be gathered from groups like the Planning Board and Environmental Commission.  The plan will 
be submitted to the New Jersey Highlands Council, with associated planning work funded 
through the Highlands program.  Ms. Malool provided an update on the Boylan Terrace project, 
noting it remains on hold pending New Jersey Department of Transportation approval of a scope 
change involving sidewalk placement.  Dayton Crescent work began about a week ago and we 
expect it to go on about two and a half more weeks and be completed by the end of May, weather 
permitting.  Residents were notified they cannot park in their driveway from when the pavers are 
installed and should park on the street.  Ms. Malool said the library roof project was completed 



including structural repairs, replacement of shingles/vents, and resolution of drainage issues, 
extending the building’s useful life.  Ms. Malool said on March 11th we had a successful note 
sale.  We sold $4,700,000 in bond anticipation notes, there were seven bidders, with TD Bank 
awarded the lowest interest rate, reflecting strong market confidence in the Borough’s financial 
position.  Ms. Malool noted ongoing coordination with New Jersey Transit regarding unresolved 
facility issues at the train station, including a roof leak and asbestos concerns that must be 
addressed before reopening the waiting area ahead of the farmers market season. 
 
Mayor Canose made the appointment of Russ Giglio as Class IV Planning Board Member for an 
unexpired term to 12/31/29. 
 
 

MONTHLY REPORTS 
 
Mr. Zazzarino moved to accept the monthly reports.  Ms. Zamarra seconded and the motion was 
approved with six yes votes.   
 

ITEMS OF BUSINESS 
 

Correspondence 
 
Letter from Laura Finelli Regarding Liquor Queen, Mayor Canose mentioned an email that 
she received regarding a transfer of the liquor license for Liquor Queen.  Ms. Finelli asked if 
council would be open to a special meeting if the license could be transferred prior to the next 
council meeting on May 18th.  Council was open to this idea of having a special meeting on 
Zoom if needed to approve this liquor license transfer prior to May 18th.   
 
Flag Replacement, Ms. Zamarra said she received correspondence about a flag that was 
requested to be replaced and she forwarded it to Ms. Malool to follow up with Recreation.  Ms. 
Malool said she discussed this with the Recreation Director, who said he had not been contacted 
about the flag or he would have dealt with it sooner.  She said the DPW Director will address 
this.   
 

Unfinished Business - None 
 

New Business - None 
 

 
OPEN SESSION 

 
Mayor Canose opened the meeting to the public.  
 
Edward Gregory, owner of 65 Morristown Road, reported delays in advancing redevelopment of 
the property due to the need for an agreement with NJ Transit, as a small portion of the proposed 
building encroaches into NJ Transit right-of-way.  He stated that all design and engineering work 
is complete and emphasized readiness to proceed, but progress is stalled awaiting NJ Transit 



approval.  He requested municipal assistance in expediting coordination with NJ Transit.  He said 
he resolved escrow account deficiencies by submitting additional funds.  He noted significant 
financial investment to date and reiterated that the proposed project will match prior 
representations, generate tax revenue, and improve the site.  Ms. Malool said she will follow up 
with NJ Transit contacts to help move the agreement forward.   
 
65 Morristown Road Technical Committee, following Mr. Gregory’s comments, it was noted 
that the redevelopment agreement for 65 Morristown Road called for the creation of a technical 
review committee.  Mr. Ribeiro moved to appoint Jessica Caldwell, Steve Bolio, Denise Filardo, 
Nancy Malool, Matt Jessup, and another attorney at a later time, to the Technical Review 
Committee for 65 Morristown Road.  Mr. Szrom seconded and the motion was approved with six 
yes votes.   
 
Hearing no further comments from the public, Mayor Canose closed the open session. 
 

CLOSED SESSION 
 

It was moved to adjourn to an executive session to consider Contract Negotiations and that the 
time when and circumstances under which the matter can be disclosed to the public is when it is 
finally resolved.  The motion was seconded and approved with six yes votes. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:25pm.  
 
       __________________________________  


