
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE 
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes 

May 18, 2026 
 
Mayor Mary Jane Canose called this meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Council Members, Al 
Ribeiro, Jeff Roos, Charlie Szrom, Rich Traynor (remotely via phone), Christine Zamarra, and Ross 
Zazzarino.  Also present were John Pidgeon, Borough Attorney, Nancy Malool, Administrator, and 
Anthony Suriano, Borough Clerk.   
 

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER 
 
Notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News and Courier News, filed with the 
Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 4, 2025. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

OPEN SESSION 
 
Mayor Canose opened the meeting to the public.   
 
Sean Benetin, Center Street Extension, spoke about a letter received to residents of Center Street 
Extension, concerning responsibility for maintaining the street.  He stated that the letter appeared 
to ask residents to take over financial, legal, and liability responsibility for maintaining the street.  
He requested that the council consider the actual costs of continuing to maintain the road.  He 
asked that, at minimum, the borough maintain the current practice of maintaining the road.  He 
provided his understanding of the history of Center Street Extension, including an August 18, 
1958 town meeting, where the town recognized the private road as publicly accessible and 
approved plowing and salting because it was open and accessible to the public. 
 
Anthony Borriello, Center Street Extension, also spoke about the letter and agreed with Mr. 
Benetin.   
 
Several Center Street Extension residents were present and none were in favor of taking over the 
responsibility for maintain the street.   
 
No final decision was made at this meeting.  Ms. Zamarra brought up other street extensions, and 
council members agreed that the borough should avoid making an isolated decision for one road 
without considering similar roads and overall policy consistency.  Council agreed the topic 
should be placed on a future agenda for a broader public discussion about all relevant unaccepted 
roads and how the borough should handle maintenance, paving, plowing, and services 
consistently. 
 
Hearing no further comments, Mayor Canose closed the open session. 
 

MAYOR & COUNCIL DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
Claremont Field, Baseball Concession Request, Paul Rickard, Crest Drive and Somerset Hills 
Ball Club, and Anthony Caruso were present for this topic.  Mr. Rickard requested to partner 



with the borough on a prefabricated structure near the Claremont Fieldhouse.  The proposed 
structure would include a concession area, a single unisex restroom, and utility connections for 
sewer, water, and electric.  Council supported the concept of a Claremont Field concession and 
restroom facility.  Mr. Ribeiro moved to approve the Claremont Field concession and 
restroom concept in concept, subject to further review.  Mr. Roos seconded and the motion 
passed with six yes votes.  It was noted that approval was conceptual only, not final project 
approval.  Borough staff will review additional details and return to council for full approval.  
Kerry Haselton and Greg deGrandpre of the Recreation Committee were present.  They stated 
that the committee had only briefly discussed the item as the last item on its agenda and had 
decided it was not ready to move forward.  They said they had not previously seen the full level 
of detail presented to council at this meeting and felt the committee’s advisory role had been 
bypassed or limited by the process.  The bathroom/building proposal will be referred back 
through the appropriate committees, including Recreation, for further review and 
recommendations before returning to council for a final decision.   
 
Council discussed whether a sewer or septic connection would be feasible for the proposed 
bathroom access and agreed that the existing septic system must be evaluated before 
determining whether it can support expanded bathroom use. 
 
Claremont Playground Closure, Ms. Malool said the Claremont Playground will be closed on 
May 19, 2026, due to safety concerns and will remain closed for an extended period until a new 
playground is purchased and installed.  DPW will chain off the playground, and public notice 
will be posted on the borough’s Facebook page and website.  The borough intends to look for 
grant opportunities before moving forward with purchasing a replacement playground.  

 
Shed for Somerset Hills Mountaineers, council discussed a request by the Somerset Hills 
Mountaineers’ for use of the lower Polo Grounds area.  The Mountaineers made this request 
because vehicle access through the area is being closed or restricted for safety reasons and they 
are looking for a way to store and move heavy practice equipment.  A 12-by-12-foot shed was 
discussed as sufficient for the Mountaineers’ needs.  The estimated shed cost was under $2,500, 
plus the cost of a pad.  Involvement by Department of Public Works was mentioned for pad 
preparation.  The Mountaineers would take care of interior shelving and setup.  A small cart, 
estimated at approximately $120, was still desired for transporting food, water, and similar 
supplies.  Council supported moving forward with installation of a Mountaineers equipment shed 
at the proposed lower polo field location, with administration handling the matter. 
 
Sidewalk Grant, council discussed a new grant opportunity available because the borough is 
now designated as a transit village.  Borough staff, including the Engineer, explored potential 
uses for the grant and proposed applying to replace downtown sidewalks.  The proposed project 
would replace existing downtown sidewalks with textured and colored concrete designed to look 
more attractive than standard concrete while avoiding problems associated with pavers, such as 
weeds.  Council agreed to pursue the transit village grant application for downtown sidewalk 
replacement and related streetscape amenities.  A resolution will be on the May 26th agenda 
authorizing Millenium Strategies to apply for the sidewalk grant. 
 

 



 
Polo Grounds Phase I and Phase II, council reviewed progress on Phase I of the Polo Grounds 
improvements and agreed that significant progress has been made.  Completed projects were 
acknowledged, including turf field lighting, construction of the walking path, and parking-area 
lighting.  The outstanding Phase 1 item identified was the pavilion.  Phase II was discussed as 
significantly more expensive, with a referenced 2023 estimate of approximately $2.8 million. 
The pavilion concept was discussed, including the recommendation for a simple restroom/snack 
shack without a grill or fryer.  Council agreed to focus on completing the current phase, 
especially the pavilion/restroom/snack shack component.  Phase II is not currently a priority due 
to cost and lack of immediate demand.  The Recreation Master Plan should be reviewed and 
possibly revised to clarify priorities and recommendations.  The pavilion’s current concept was 
discussed, which includes bathrooms, a concession area, and a thirty-foot overhang.  It was noted 
the design no longer includes a second floor, commercial kitchen, hood, electric fryer, extensive 
kitchen equipment.  The goal is to move the pavilion forward with one floor with the desired 
target is to break ground in fall 2026.  Information about open space funds collected and spent 
will be reviewed.   
 
Fee for Sidewalk Sales, council consent was to not charge special event application fees for 
sidewalk.  A resolution will be on the May 26th council agenda to amend the fee schedule.  It was 
noted that sidewalk sales will still require police department and fire department approval. 
 

Ordinances 
 
Public Hearing of the following ordinances to be held at the May 26, 2026 council meeting: 
  
Ordinance #2026-2047, APPROPRIATING $1,840,140 FROM THE CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENT FUND FOR VARIOUS EQUIPMENT AND IMPROVEMENTS AS 
LISTED IN THE 2026 MUNICIPAL BUDGET 
 
Ordinance #2026-2048, BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE ACQUISITION OF 
NEW AND ADDITIONAL FIREFIGHTING EQUIPMENT BY THE BOROUGH OF 
BERNARDSVILLE, IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY, 
APPROPRIATING $1,500,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 
$1,425,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH FOR FINANCING SUCH 
APPROPRIATION 
 
Ordinance #2026-2049, AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING 
CHAPTER 2, ARTICLE 19, ENTITLED “BACKGROUND CHECKS REQUIRED OF 
CERTAIN BOROUGH OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES AND OUTSIDE 
CONTRACTORS” BY REQUIRING BACKGROUND CHECKS FOR ALL 
PROSPECTIVE BOROUGH EMPLOYEES 
 

Resolutions 
 

The following resolutions will be on for adoption at the May 26, 2026 council meeting: 
 



--Bill List 
--Authorization of Sewer Bill Adjustment 
--Amending the 2026 Professional Services Contract with Paulus, Sokolowski, & Sartor 
--Amending the 2026 Professional Services Contract With Van Cleef Engineering 
--Authorizing Disposal of Surplus Property by Auction on Municibid 
--Authorizing Cancelation and Refund of Property Taxes for 100% Disabled Veteran, 5 
Thompson Street 
--Authorizing Cancelation and Refund of Property Taxes for Surviving Spouse of 100% 
Disabled Veteran, 8 Park Lane 
--Authorizing the Appointment of a Truck Driver/Laborer 
--Accepting the Resignation of Brett Fagan, Truck Driver/Laborer 
--Accepting the Resignation of Dominique Marchie, Technical Assistant to the Construction 
Official (TACO) 
--Appointing Recreation Seasonal Salaries 
--Authorizing the Appointment of a Truck Driver/Laborer 
--Authorizing Cancelation and Refund of Property Taxes for 100% Disabled Veteran, 101 Crest 
Drive 
 
Ms. Malool said a personnel related matter made a special council meeting necessary during the 
week of May 11, 2026.  Council discussed whether Ms. Malool should have expanded authority 
to hire, fire, or suspend certain employees without requiring a special council meeting.  Council  
distinguished between department heads and non-managerial employees and the consensus was 
that council should remain involved in decisions involving department heads.  For non-
department heads, council supported allowing administrative discretion with a report provided to 
council afterwards.  An ordinance will be brought to the May 26th council meeting to address the 
proposed change. 

 
Proclamations 

 
The following proclamation will be done at the May 26, 2026 council meeting.  Mayor’s 
Proclamation for Eagle Scout Rhys Donahue’s accomplishments. 
 

Reports 
 
Municipal Attorney Report, there were no comments or questions from council about Mr. 
Pidgeon’s report.   
 

Committee and Council Liaison Reports 
 
Board of Health, the Board met tonight before this council meeting.  They discussed 
membership stating they currently have six members and would benefit from one additional 
member, with seven as the preferred number.  The Board voted to join the New Jersey Local 
Boards of Health Association for an annual fee of $95. 
 
 
 



Library Board, a meeting is scheduled for May 19, 2026. 
 
HPAC, a meeting is being scheduled within the next couple of weeks. 
 
Environmental Commission, Rob Wilson, Commission Chair, has developed a simplified 
proposal for reestablishing a small Open Space Committee.  The proposal will be shared with 
council.  The Green Fair was held and successful.  The Highlands amended plan approval was 
acknowledged as received.  The borough will continue moving forward with the next Highlands 
planning steps, including the center plan. 
 
Green Team, the Green Fair was successful, with strong participation and positive feedback. 
 
 

Correspondence 
 
Downed Trees on Route 202, a resident, Jena McCredie, wrote an email to the Mayor and 
Council raising concerns about downed or hazardous trees in the state right-of-way, particularly 
along Route 202.  She requested that the state inspect trees and communicate with property 
owners where trees could fall into the roadway.  Members discussed that the state has a reporting 
form for issues on Route 202, including trees and potholes.  It was noted that the state generally 
responds quickly to safety-related submissions.  JCP&L was also mentioned as addressing 
certain tree-related issues when applicable. 
 
Garden Club Mum Sale, it was noted that The Bernardsville Garden Club mum sale is 
scheduled for September 10, 2026, at the Library. 
 

Unfinished Business 
 

Kiwanis Playground Slide, the playground slide at Kiwanis is currently out of service.  A 
replacement slide is being provided under warranty.  Installation will be handled by an outside 
installer rather than DPW.  Staff will provide an update once installation is scheduled or 
completed. 
 
Dayton Crescent Project Update, this project is expected to be completed by May 22, 2026.  
Council members and neighborhood residents have expressed that the work looks very good. 
Top Line was complimented as a good company that has done quality work. 
 
Boylan Terrace, test pits have been completed.  The project is currently waiting on supplies 
with work expected to begin within the next few weeks.  The idea of requesting county support 
or a sidewalk grant was raised.  No formal decision was made, but the topic may be revisited. 
 

New Business 
 
Moraine Crest, council discussed Moraine area and prior efforts to make it more visible or 
accessible.  Concerns were raised that the area is very wet and steep.  A prior issue involving 
septic discharge and cesspools was recalled, including past water testing.  Potential signage was 



mentioned as a possible option.  A small section where children had built bike jumps was 
identified as one area that is not in bad condition.  The area is still being looked at, with signage 
and access remaining possible considerations. 

Claremont Road Five Corners Intersection, the five-way stop is considered successful so far. 
Future improvements such as an additional sidewalk and crosswalk may be considered 

 
CLOSED SESSION 

 
It was moved to adjourn to an executive session to consider Contract Negotiations and Personnel 
Matters and that the time when and circumstances under which the matter can be disclosed to the 
public is when it is finally resolved.  The motion was seconded and approved with six yes votes. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:00p.m.                                            

_______________________ 
 
 
 


