BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes
May 26, 2026

Mayor Canose called this meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Present were Council Members Al
Ribeiro, Charlie Szrom, Rich Traynor, Christine Zamarra, and Ross Zazzarino. Also present
were John Pidgeon, Borough Attorney, Nancy Malool, Administrator, and Anthony Suriano,
Borough Clerk. Council Member Jeff Roos was absent.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News and Courier News, filed with the
Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 4, 2025.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
PRESENTATIONS

Mayor’s Proclamation for Eagle Scout Rhys Donahue, Mayor Canose entered a proclamation
into the record congratulating him for becoming an Eagle Scout and his work building trail
stands for the Environmental Center.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Zazzarino moved to approve the minutes of April 20, 2026, April 27, 2026, and May 11,
2026. Ms. Zamarra seconded and the motion was approved with five yes votes.

OPEN SESSION
Mayor Canose opened the meeting to the public.

Fran Daley, Library Director, said the summer reading kickoff is scheduled for June 13, 2026,
which is a Saturday, to make participation easier for families. Volunteers will be available to
help attendees register online. The event will include family activities and additional summer
programming will be available throughout the season.

A resident of Dayton Crescent raised concerns about newly installed double yellow lines on
Dayton Crescent. She said the road includes a one-way section and that the striping appeared
which is confusing and potentially unsafe. She also expressed concern about traffic patterns,
street parking, and the impact of new vertical curbs on parking behavior. Ms. Malool said that
the double yellow striping was included in the engineer’s plan by mistake. The striping should
not have been installed throughout the one-way portion of Dayton Crescent. The rest of the
double yellow striping in the one-way area is expected to be removed, pending approval from the
New Jersey Department of Transportation. Ms. Malool said because the plans were submitted to



and approved by the DOT, the DOT must approve the removal or change before permanent
corrective action is taken.
Short-term measures discussed included:
¢ Installing or maintaining an electronic sign board near Liberty and Dayton to reinforce
that the road is one-way.
¢ Adjusting misleading signage, including a “one way ahead” sign that was described as
confusing.
e Communicating with residents through Smart911.
¢ Confirming that police are aware of the issue and are not ticketing drivers who need to
cross the double yellow line to pass parked vehicles in narrow sections.

Shelly McGregor, Van Cleef Engineering, was present via Zoom and stated that NJDOT had not
yet responded as of this meeting with a response anticipated by May 28™. The preferred
correction method may involve water blasting the fresh striping, filling fine surface voids with
coal slag, and sealing the pavement to preserve road integrity. Temporary black paint was
discussed but not preferred because NJDOT final inspection must match the approved plans
unless changes are approved. The estimated length of striping to be removed is approximately
1,150 feet. The cost is being coordinated through Top Line, the general contractor, and Van
Cleef Engineering is expected to pick up the cost because the issue resulted from the plan’s error.

Hearing no further comments, Mayor Canose closed the open session.
ORDINANCES (Public Hearing)

Mayor Canose opened the public hearing on Ordinance #2026-2047, APPROPRIATING
$1,840,140 FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND FOR VARIOUS
EQUIPMENT AND IMPROVEMENTS AS LISTED IN THE 2026 MUNICIPAL
BUDGET. Hearing no comments, Mayor Canose closed the public hearing. Mr. Traynor moved
to pass Ordinance #2026-2047 on final reading and adopt as published. Mr. Ribeiro seconded
and the motion was approved with the following roll call vote: Mr. Ribeiro, Mr. Szrom, Mr.
Traynor, Ms. Zamarra, and Mr. Zazzarino voted yes.

Mayor Canose opened the public hearing on Ordinance #2026-2048, BOND ORDINANCE
PROVIDING FOR THE ACQUISITION OF NEW AND ADDITIONAL FIREFIGHTING
EQUIPMENT BY THE BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE, IN THE COUNTY OF
SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $1,500,000 THEREFOR AND
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,425,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE
BOROUGH FOR FINANCING SUCH APPROPRIATION. Hearing no comments, Mayor
Canose closed the public hearing. Mr. Zazzarino moved to pass Ordinance #2026-2048 on final
reading and adopt as published. Mr. Ribeiro seconded and the motion was approved with the
following roll call vote: Mr. Ribeiro, Mr. Szrom, Mr. Traynor, Ms. Zamarra, and Mr. Zazzarino
voted yes.

Mayor Canose opened the public hearing on Ordinance #2026-2049, AN ORDINANCE
SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER 2, ARTICLE 19, ENTITLED
“BACKGROUND CHECKS REQUIRED OF CERTAIN BOROUGH OFFICERS AND



EMPLOYEES AND OUTSIDE CONTRACTORS” BY REQUIRING BACKGROUND
CHECKS FOR ALL PROSPECTIVE BOROUGH EMPLOYEES. Hearing no comments,
Mayor Canose closed the public hearing. Ms. Zamarra moved to pass Ordinance #2026-2049 on
final reading and adopt as published. Mr. Zazzarino seconded and the motion was approved with
the following roll call vote: Mr. Ribeiro, Mr. Szrom, Mr. Traynor, Ms. Zamarra, and Mr.
Zazzarino voted yes.

ORDINANCES (Introduction)

Mr. Ribeiro moved that Ordinance #2026-2050, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER
2, “ADMINISTRATION,” SECTION 2-8.7, “DUTIES OF THE ADMINISTRATOR,” OF
THE BOROUGH CODE TO DELEGATE AUTHORITY TO THE BOROUGH
ADMINISTRATOR TO HIRE, APPOINT, AND DISCIPLINE EMPLOYEES BELOW
THE DEPARTMENT HEAD LEVEL, PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:9-136, be introduced
by title, passed on first reading, published according to law, and that a public hearing be
scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., June 22, 2026. Mr. Szrom seconded and the
motion was approved with five yes votes.

Mr. Szrom moved that Ordinance #2026-2051, AMENDING THE 2026 SALARY
ORDINANCE, #2025-2030, TO INCLUDE FULL TIME DISPATCHERS, be introduced by
title, passed on first reading, published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled
for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., June 22, 2026. Mr. Ribeiro seconded and the motion was
approved with five yes votes.

Mr. Traynor moved that Ordinance #2026-2052, AMENDING CHAPTER 11 OF THE
BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED, “PROPERTY MAINTENANCE”BY AMENDING
SECTION 11-5 IN ITS ENTIRETY TO ESTABLISH LEAD-BASED PAINT HAZARD
INSPECTIONS OF RENTAL PROPERTIES, be introduced by title, passed on first reading,
published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at
7:00 p.m., June 22, 2026. Ms. Zamarra seconded and the motion was approved with five yes
votes.

RESOLUTIONS
#26-120 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS (AS OF 5/6/26)
#26-121 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS (AS OF 5/20/26)

#26-122 AUTHORIZING MILLENIUM STRATEGIES TO APPLY FOR A
SIDEWALK GRANT

#26-123 AUTHORIZATION OF SEWER BILL ADJUSTMENT

#26-124 AMENDING THE 2026 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT
WITH PAULUS, SOKOLOWSKI, & SARTOR



#26-125

#26-126

#26-127

#26-128

#26-129

#26-130

#26-131

#26-132

#26-133

#26-134

#26-135

#26-136

#26-137

#26-138

AMENDING THE 2026 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT
WITH VAN CLEEF ENGINEERING

AUTHORIZING THE USE OF MUNICIBID FOR DISPOSAL BY
AUCTION OF SURPLUS PROPERTY

AUTHORIZING CANCELATION AND REFUND OF PROPERTY
TAXES FOR 100% DISABLED VETERAN, S THOMPSON ST

AUTHORIZING CANCELATION AND REFUND OF PROPERTY
TAXES FOR SURVIVING SPOUSE OF 100% DISABLED
VETERAN, 8 PARK LANE

APPOINTING KEVIN MCCOY AS TRUCK DRIVER/LABORER
IN THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

ACCEPTING THE RESIGNATION OF BRETT FAGAN, TRUCK
DRIVER/LABORER

ACCEPTING THE RESIGNATION OF DOMINIQUE MARCHIE,
TECHNICAL ASSISTANT TO THE CONSTRUCTION OFFICIAL
(TACO)

APPOINTING RECREATION SEASONAL SALARIES

APPOINTING ROBERT BOGLE, JR AS TRUCK
DRIVER/LABORER IN THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

AUTHORIZING CANCELATION AND REFUND OF PROPERTY
TAXES FOR 100% DISABLED VETERAN, 101 CREST DRIVE

AMENDING SPECIAL EVENTS FEES PERTAINING TO
SIDEWALK SALES

AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH ENFORM HR FOR HR
SERVICES

AWARDING A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT TO LEW
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, LLC AS A CERTIFIED LEAD
EVALUATION CONTRACTOR IN COMPLIANCE WITH N.J.A.C.
5:28A

AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH FRANK PINTO
OF PINTO CONSULTING



#26-139 AMENDING THE BOROUGH FEE RESOLUTION TO SET THE
FEES FOR VISUAL LEAD INSPECTIONS IN ACCORDANCE
WITH CHAPTER 11-5 OF THE BOROUGH CODE AND N.J.A.C.
S:28A

Mr. Zazzarino moved to pass Resolutions #26-120 through #26-139. Ms. Zamarra seconded and
the motion was approved with the following roll call vote: Mr. Ribeiro, Mr. Szrom, Mr. Traynor,
Ms. Zamarra, and Mr. Zazzarino voted yes.

REPORTS

Mayor’s Update, Mayor Canose said the Shade Tree Committee planted several trees at
Bernards High School for Arbor Day. Christine Rivera, the committee chair, organized the
event, with high school students from the Green Team assisting. Mayor Canose and Ms. Malool
attended a Mayor’s Roundtable organized by Superintendent Brian Brotschul which included an
overview of the schools, budget, and referendum. Mayor Canose attended the Intergenerational
Prom at Bernards High School. Representatives from New Jersey Main Street and National
Main Street visited the borough and spent the day reviewing downtown efforts, offering
feedback, and helping ensure continued Main Street certification. Mayor Canose attended a
Somerset County Food Bank fundraiser and reported that a new feeding program is starting in
Bernardsville. The program is planned for the chapel on Bernards Avenue from 5:00 PM to 8:00
PM. The first session is scheduled for May 20, 2026. It is expected to begin once per month,
with a possible expansion to twice per month. Mayor Canose attended the May Day celebration
at the Polo Grounds turf field. Mayor Canose attended the Heartworks event for Bob Walsh’s
100th birthday. She thanked Kevin Murray, DPW Director, for building platforms for the band.
Assemblyman Andrew McCurdy also attended the event. Mayor Canose attended the New
Jersey Conference of Mayors in Atlantic City from May 19, 2026, through May 21, 2026. One
item of interest was the Department of Community Affairs’ local planning services program,
which offers free technical assistance to municipalities for stalled redevelopment projects.
Mayor Canose expressed interest in bringing the program representatives to speak with the
borough. Mayor Canose discussed proposed legislation that would reimburse municipalities for
property taxes lost when 100% disabled veterans become exempt from property taxes. Mayor
Canose reported officiating her 36th wedding. Mayor Canose attended a FIFA security webinar
and reported that the security coordination for the games is extensive, involving many agencies
and police departments. Mayor Canose said the Memorial Day parade took place on May 25,
2026 despite rain earlier in the day. Council members and staff were thanked for attending and
supporting the event. Ms. Malool and Kevin Murray were recognized for designing and building
the parade float, which received positive feedback. The float may be reused in future years.
Mayor Canose said the Memorial Day parade was well organized, well attended, and focused on
veterans.

Administrator’s Report, Ms. Malool thanked Tom Silvia, Kevin Murray, Fire Department
members, EMS, and veterans for their contributions in the Memorial Day Parade. Ms. Malool
followed up on the proposed fieldhouse or restroom/concession stand at Claremont Field. She
clarified that the existing system is a cesspool, not a septic tank, as previously noted. Ms.



Malool, Kevin, and Tom plan to meet with Somerset Health representatives during the week of
June 1, 2026, to discuss next steps. Ms. Malool said a potential prefabricated pavilion option
was identified in a catalog from a recent conference. A meeting with the vendor, Borough
Engineer, Recreation Director, and DPW Director to evaluate the option, including its cost, will
be held.

MONTHLY REPORTS

Mr. Szrom moved to accept the monthly reports. Mr. Zazzarino seconded and the motion was
approved with five yes votes.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Correspondence

StoryWalk at Library, Mr. Ribeiro moved to approve the StoryWalk program at the Library and
to allow four weeks to display signs instead of the usual two week period. Mr. Szrom seconded
and the motion was approved with five yes votes.

Unfinished Business

65 Morristown Road, a meeting will take place regarding this property on June 2",

Claremont Playground, Ms. Malool said we have a call next week with a vendor and a grant is
available. The Recreation Committee could advise on how to proceed.

Housing Inspections, Mr. Zazzarino spoke about how units of four or more are inspected by the
state. Ms. Malool said we have over 400 units in town and the borough inspects them as well. It
was noted that we can review and amend the housing section of our ordinance by creating
criteria.

New Business

Parking at the Library, Mr. Zazzarino said the lines in the library parking lot are faded. Ms.
Malool said DPW is striping in the summer. Mr. Zazzarino discussed parking for Summit
Medical in the library lot. Ms. Malool said Summit Medical would not agree to buy the signs so
no action has taken place. It was noted that the Public Safety Committee could review this
topic.

OPEN SESSION
Mayor Canose opened the meeting to the public.

Fran Daley, Library Director, added to the comments about the library parking lot and mentioned
that there are no reserved parking spaces. Ms. Malool said she will work Sgt. Richard on the



library lot, train station lot, and post office lot.
Hearing no further comments from the public, Mayor Canose closed the open session.
CLOSED SESSION - None
ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30pm.




