BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
NOTICE OF HEARING ON MAJOR DISPOSAL OF PARKLAND

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Borough of Bernardsville has filed a request with the New
Jersey Department of Environmental Protection proposing to dispose of 0.2635 acres of
Claremont Field in order to resolve two private encroachments at the park. As compensation for
this disposal of parkland, the Borough will dedicate approximately 5.505 acres of land located at
271 Mine Brook Road (Block 81, Lot 6.03 and a portion of Block 61, Lot 6.02) for recreation
and conservation purposes.

Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 7:36-26.11(e), the Borough will hold a public hearing on the proposed
disposal of parkland described below at 8:00 p.m. on Monday, September 29, 2025, in the
Council Chambers at the Bernardsville Borough Hall, 166 Mine Brook Road, Bernardsville, NJ
07924.

It is proposed that 3,115.33 square feet of a portion of Claremont Field (Block 69, Lot 8) be
conveyed to Rylocait, Inc., the owner of 71 Claremont Road, Block 69, Lot 5 and that 8,366.35
square feet be conveyed to Rossi Holdings, LLC, the owner of 75 Claremont Road, Block 69,
Lots 6 and 7. The purpose of this proposed disposal is to convey existing parking areas to the
owners of adjoining properties. Both of the areas in question are located across the stream from
the bulk of Claremont Field, both contain existing private encroachments consisting of parking
lots that serve the commercial buildings that front on Claremont Road, neither has ever been
used by the Borough for recreational or open space purposes, and neither has ever been
considered to be part of Claremont Field. The purpose of these proposed disposals is to resolve
existing encroachments at Claremont Field and replace two areas of the park that cannot be used
for recreational purposes with property that will better serve the Borough’s recreation and open
space needs.

Since the 3,115.33 square foot encroachment by 71 Claremont Road, Block 69, Lot 5, pre-
existed the Borough’s Green Acres restrictions, it requires a 1:1 land compensation (or 0.07 acres
with a minimum market value of at least $9,300). Since the encroachment by 75 Claremont
Road, Block 69, Lots 6 and 7 is not pre-existing, it requires a minimum 20:1 land compensation
(or 3.84 acres with a minimum market value of at least $22,200). Since the Borough is
combining these disposal requests into one application, the compensation proposal includes more
than 3.91 acres.

An application for Commissioner and State House Commission approval of the disposals has
been submitted to the Department and is available for review at the Borough Clerk’s Office,
Borough Hall, 166 Mine Brook Road, Bernardsville, NJ 07924 and the Bernardsville Public
Library, located at 1 Anderson Hill Road, Bernardsville, NJ 07924, and at the NJ Department of
Environmental Protection, Office of Transactions and Public Land Administration, 401 East
State Street, 7" Floor, Trenton, NJ 08625.

All persons are invited to participate in the public hearing or in the alternative, written comments
may be submitted to the Borough Clerk, Anthony Suriano, 166 Mine Brook Road, Bernardsville,
NJ 07924, during the public comment period that will close on October 13, 2025. Copies of any
written comments shall also be sent to:

NJ Department of Environmental Protection



Office of Transactions and Public Land Administration
Public Lands Compliance Section

P.O. Box 420

Mail Code 401-07

Trenton, NJ 08625-0420

Attn: Jessica Patterson, Somerset County Compliance Officer
Jessica.Patterson@dep.nj.gov

Anthony Suriano
Bernardsville Borough Clerk



