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Introduction

The purpose of this Guidebook is to provide imagery that supplement the Downtown District
ordinance, which has been applied to properties according to the maps below. This Guidebook
includes photos that illustrate many of the design standards and guidelines in the Downtown
District. The intent of these graphics is to guide property owners, developers, and designers as well
as the review bodies charged with the review and approval of proposed development.
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Architecture REPRESENTATIVE ARCHITECTURE
FROM BERNARDSVILLE

Intent Statement

The architecture of Downtown Bernardsville
is varied. In the historic core, building design
ranges from early 20th century, masonry and
stucco “Main Street” shopfront buildings close
to the sidewalk, such as the Mastro Shoes
building, to older residential-type buildings,
such as the Old Library, that feature shallow
yards, porches, sloped roofs, and siding.
These variations contribute to the unique
village-like character of the Borough. The
demolition of structures deemed historic is
strongly discouraged. At a minimum, the
exterior facades and features of buildings
deemed historic should be preserved. The
later architecture in downtown and along
the corridors leading into downtown is more
suburban in character and lacks the richness
of downtown’s more historic buildings. The
intent is for the design of new construction
and additions to take cues from Downtown
Bernardsville’s most iconic historic buildings.

BUILDING COMPONENTS DIAGRAM

The Architectural standards in the Downtown District apply to
the basic building components as depicted below.

Roof

Facades

Openings

Attachments

Good architectural examples from Downtown Bernardsville
include (clockwise from top left): The Station (above, top); the
Old Library (above, middle); Rudolph’s Steakhouse (above);
Mastro Shoes (opposite, top); and the Bernards Inn (opposite,
bottom).
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